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TOWARDS THE WALLED CITy
The walled city counters the contemporary city 
with a firm and complete image. It refers to the 
construction of the living space produced by the 
community and the institutions that we tend to 
interpret as fixed and exemplary. The relevance of 
the walled city has not yet exhausted its power of 
suggestion: the contemporary debate returns to the 
value of closed and finite architectural figures as a 
way to regulate the endless degrees of freedom of 
the generic city. How does the image of the walled 
city question the contemporary landscape? A design 
survey of the specific case of the Castello district of 
Cagliari allows to highlight the centrality of this issue 
and to explore its potential through the specific tools 
of architecture.

SARDEGNA. IL TERRITORIO DEI LUOGHI
In its second edition the International Summer 
School of Architecture “Sardinia. The territory of 
places” gathers in Cagliari architects, artists and 
personalities of the international cultural scene to 
discuss different interpretations and projects for the 
territory. The essence and ambition of the school 
is to set up a dialogue between different points of 
view from  without ideological stretchings in order to 
build a common culture that is open to the memory 
and transformation of places. The fortress of the 

Castello quarter, figure and heritage of the city of 
Cagliari, is now at the center of political debate over 
the city and an important research theme for the 
courses in architecture at the University of Cagliari. 
Besides, a research team is currently working 
studying the quarter in view of its candidacy as 
UNESCO heritage site. The results of this research 
will form the basis for the summer school to put 
forward rethinking of the urban values   of the walled 
city: Castello can prove to be a fertile and inspiring 
laboratory. 

CAGLIARI, CASTELLO. 
THE NEW DOORS OF THE WALLED CITy
The “new doors” of the walled city are one of 
the most relevant metaphors to handle the 
problematic relationship between the pre-modern 
and the contemporary city. The question of flows, 
accessibility and, ultimately, the relationship 
between space and time are among the issues with 
the greatest impact on defining the role of Castello 
within the urban system. Evaluated for its times and 
manners of engagement with other parts of the city, 
the condition of “the Castle” is mostly described 
in terms of isolation. Conversely, what is needed 
is a strategic vision that considers the walled city 
as shared form, a “monument-document” unit 
which, due to its completeness, can generate novel 
relationships with the contemporary city.
The International Summer School has the ambition 
to promote an overall design research of the system 
of places that “surround” the upper town, with the 
aim of:
1. recognizing the value of Castello and its 
fortifications as the ultimate urban icon of Cagliari 
and promoting its historical and cultural re-
signification;
2. promote new policies to protect and enhance 
the neighbourhood of Castello by rethinking the 
public dimension of urban space as an unicum and 
reflecting on the possible transformations of the 
historical landscape.

Activities/Program
The activities of the International Summer School 
will include seminars and studio work with the aim 
of:
- understanding the context and the design themes;
- deepening the theoretical and technical aspects 
related to the design themes;
- organizing design workshops in which different 
study groups will be followed by one or more 
teachers and tutors;
- exposing and communicating the results to the 
public.
The activities of the workshops will take place at the 
Faculty of Engineering and Architecture of Cagliari 
in Castello: topic and location will thus coincide 
fostering an active exchange of knowledge, analysis 
and processing.
The official languages   of the seminar are Italian and 
English.

Architecture meets the arts
In parallel to the activities of the workshops, the 
school promotes a number of public events that 
will take place in various areas of the district and 
will attempt to put together a fruitful engagement 
with other disciplines, arts and cultures. These will 
be accompanied by a series of discussions with 
renowned masters and young emerging artists that 

will try to unveil possible novel points of view to be 
addressed by architecture.

How to apply
The International Summer School is open to 
students regularly enrolled in a Master Course in 
Architecture (1st year and subsequent) or to recent 
graduates (maximum two years since graduation).
Additionally, the school is open to a maximum of 
15 applicants among students or recent graduates 
from the course of Scienze dell’Architettura at the 
University of Cagliari. 
Prospective participants should email their 
application to scuolaestiva.architettura@unica.
it or send it to Segreteria, Facoltà di Ingegneria e 
Architettura, Palzzo Cugia, terzo piano, Via Santa 
Croce 67, 09100 Cagliari. Applicants should include 
their Curriculum Vitae (European format), copy of an 
ID, and a synthetic portfolio of design or research 
work. The deadline for receiving applications is 
10th of July 2013.
Participants will be selected on the basis of an 
evaluation of the documents listed above.
The list of admitted students will be 
published on the website 
scuolaestiva.architettura@unica.it 
by the 16th of July 2013.
After this date admitted students will have up 
to seven days to confirm their participation by 
filling in the form that will be made available and 
paying the registration fee.

Costs
The cost of the workshop is Euro 300.00 which 
include:
- The registration fee
- Materials, both hard and digital format
- Logistics
Based on an agreement signed by the International 
Summer School and the University of Cagliari 
housing for non-resident students will be provided in 
the student dormitories in Cagliari.

Certificate and credits
Participants will receive a certificate of participation 
that will include the accreditation of 5 credits.  

Information
Phone +39 070 6755376
email: scuolaestiva.architettura@unica.it
http://people.unica.it/architettura/
www.territoriodeiluoghi.wordpress.com
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